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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 8 
DY reenter ipy-Peted-EL1.6y-- 


Good support and contribution towards the Whipstick resubmission of 1974 came _. 
also. from several representatives of local government departments. I refer 

to some of the information from Brian O'Brien (Soil Conservation Authority ) 

in the last issue of Whirrakee, and also to details from the Department of 
Agriculture by courtesy of Ben McConchie, or at least approved by him, 
Brian-Curnow of the Agricultural Department had some years earlier condueted----~ 
pasture experiments with certain grasses at Bagshot North, The results were 
variable and generally did not support further agricultural pursuits of this 
nature in the Whipstick, 


The Government Departments regarded the Whipstiek to be of 3rd grade land, of 
poor prospects for agriculture. They supported the retention of native 
vegetation as cover and protection from soil erosion. It was some years 
earlier that the Soil Conservation Authority, including Departmental Head, 

Dr. Downes, held an inspection of the Whipstick; led of course by Frank Robbins. 
This department did much to support Frank's claims that the Whirrakee Crown | 
Lands should not be alienated and to say serious erosion problems could occur 
with clearing, and cause siltation of better lands to the north. Robertson's 


_ "Big Desert" was later to illustrate the fact only too well. oyyer 


Chas Horvath, who still audits ‘our books, contributed a supporting article to - 
the Whipstick resubmission on behalf of the "Quality of Life Group" which he 
had formed. This small group of people was responsible for planting hundreds 
of treés on vacant land in Bendigo, such as along the Back Creek, on Railway 
land and so on, 


It is rather fortunate, that throughout the Whipstick history it has had more 
friends than enemies, and in the right place at the right time. 


I believe it was Mr Tom Compte, local head of Lands Department that tipped 

off Frank about the Robertson/McDonald ‘plot for the Whirrakee Crown Lands. 
With regard to the resubmission, I had a friend of a friend who was a pilot 
and this enabled me a flight over the Whipstick to cross-check the Whipstick _ 
greenbelt and cleared sectidns against Frank's maps. It was again Tom Patullo's 
experience with paste-upand printing that enabled the resubmission, including 
maps and my aerial photograph insets, to be of a clear and precise standard, 
Leon Ruedin told me I'd be shot if the locals found out I'd been checking up 
on them. But it wasn't. so much a check up on the locals, as much as cross 
checking Frank's maps against our predicted boundary of Whipstick greenbelt, 
whilst certainly determining the extent of cleared enclaves within, ~ 


The submission had to be as accurate and up to date as possible, and it needed 
to drive home the case for funds for land purchase and maintaining the 
protection of the I,D.0. I was alarmed'at the degree of clearing on the Red 
Box Hut.block, and the vast areas cut for Eucalyptus oil production. It was 
not as restricted: to patchwork pockets as. we thought. 


The B.F.N.C. in its submission maintained that selected eucalyptus cutting,. 
particularly for historical purposes was an, important feature within the park, 
or at least a section of it. However we were disturbed by the pressures  . 
coming from the Eucalyptus Regining Co.'s .in-Melbourne and the more frequent | 
harvesting of widespread areas with the more modern techniques that were’ being’ 
muted, 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK ~ PART 8 “continued 


We also had information that Fauldings from Adelaide was ronan big money © 
into modern processing equipment at Inglewood, The St.Arnaud conservationists 
were extremely coricerned about similar moves into their area, and the possible 
destruction of their prized section of mature blue mallee. Why was Mr.Goodall™ 
and Mr.Wellstead getting eo upset about the I.D.0. when it would not have 
affected their. existing land usages? Mr, Wellstead's own solicitor had studied 
the Forest Park submission and correspondence from the B.FiN.C. and advised 

he couldn't see anything to be concerned about. And that was true as far as 
usages to that time, But Mr, Wellstead of Glen Chemicals Co. proposed in 

the future to clear unproductive sections of bush and replent with high © 
yielding forms of mallee, using fertilisers to boost growth and production. 
That scheme certainly would have run amuck under the terms of the I.D.0. 


In correspondence with the Club, Mr. Wellstead occasionally referred to 
letters to the Premier's Department, and had said his son worked there. 

-I'm sure if he was hinting’at:anything it vas to try to frighten us off. a 
His final letter of June 3rd 1974 said that - "our strong opinion is that the 
Eucalyptus Industry shouldbe given, to put it plainly, an OPEN GO, including” 
all lease areas* (note) which, by the way will all be over-run with harmfull 
frowth unless these areas are: cleared and cut in the near Se 
Enclosed with the letter was.a copy of a letter to the Premier's Department - 
which included the following statement; "We draw yourattention to the 
following details of Eucalyptus Oil imported into Australia from July 1st 1973 
to March 3lst 1974 - Ceylon 4790 lbs, Red China 65,285 lbs, South Africa 
20,952 lbs, Spain 17,868 lbs, Swaziland 212,847 lbs." and the letter concluded: 
"We know that the import of Fucalyptus Oil may enable us to leave large areas 
in their natural state for the Birds and Bees, but some consideration should ,, 
be given to an industry as old as Australia itself, Glen Chemicals Co," 


A copy of the above statistics was included in. the Whipstick resubmission in a 
detailed section on alternatives for the Eucalyptus industry, and the fact 
“that overseas producers! success was attributable to utilisation of commercial 
plantations of pure stands of oil species. That's a side issue now, the 
important thing is the authorities were puzzled by Mr.Wellstead's statistics 
and curious to know where he got them from, We had no further correspondence 
from him, but there is another story to be told. Our friend had his eye on the 
Whirrakee Crown Lands for oil production. This was the area Robertson had 
earlier wanted to alienate, and Leon Ruedin held the leases for oil production 
as this land adjoined his property. Leon did not utilise the area as this 
section of the mallee was low oil producing - a physiological characteristic 
within some species..Additionally the dominant cover was’ more of shrubby 
sheoke and broom myrtle, Only once (1920's?) had it been rolléd and utilised. 
Leon knew from that experience it would not produce. Those that know this 
section will be.aware it igs in a primeval conditon, thick with scrub, an 
excellent habitat for fauna, and with a rich show of ‘wildflowers .in the 
understorey in Spring. It is now part of the Kamarooka State Park, ' 


Leon was extremely interested in its habitat and refiige attriputes'. for reasons 

{ cannot devulge, or should I say for reasons "none*of us know about", 

Mr. Wellstead was happy enough to harvest broom myrtle ‘along with mallee” for ‘oil 
production, and would not hear of the past. history: of poor potential of the 
area. It was feared he could have jumped those ledses** if ‘Leon. was not taking 
advantage of them, Leon paid royalties-on oil he never produced from that ~ 
area so the authorities could not allow Mr. Wellstead’a foot in the door, 

And just to make it hold up, recommenced producing oi] periodi ically from his 
own land and factory (that's my guess), 


4. 
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What a contrast to other producers who were content to peer Tetine on public 
land: while clearing their own. And this was an argument that was starting to 
gain’ momentum in the Club, and particularly from Frank Robbins. 

Why should‘ individuals be allowed a.free hand to produce oil from: public lands 
when they were busy clearing good stands of eucalyptus on their own:properties? 
Farming in the Whipstick was. very meagre and Eucalyptus oil production nels fe 
public land was subsidising the activity of clearing poor lands. : 
Additionally of course there were "tax incentives" and it was probably hile 

that had encouraged the opportunists. such as Robertson to clear several thousand 
acres of land which should never have been cleared, and which was one of «».. 
the a Eucalyptus eee gee te sections of the entire ESSERE (According 
to Leon. 


In the'Juné of 1973 the Club ae a request from the C.C.V. to list areas 
of Whipstick.land in which development:for.taxation dodging was known,.:~. 
The Club replied saying that whilst: we’ knew it was going on, it was very... :. 
difficult in our position to provide the nécessary:-facts. However, subsequently, 
a member of the National Estate Interim Committee contacted the secretary . 
and. said that any information was very important for conservation :purposesy.ii 
as they were seeking to have the laws altered relating to taxation: incentives 
for land clearing. He said a simple list of areas cleared over the last 5=10: 
years would suffice. On this basis the Club was only too happy to ioblige, and 
Frank Robbins compiled the necessary data to be sent to the 0..C.V, and thence 
the National Estate Interim Committee. Later the laws yeta tte to this EBC 
were altered and the taxation loop-hole closed. 


The Whipstick resubmission of 1974 probably more than adequately countered any 
pressures to have the I.D.0. lifted, and drove. home the inadequacies of the © 
situation relating to agriculture and the Eucalyptus harvesters. The main ‘thrust, 
tndeed from 1973 and culminating in the resubmission of 1974, was that ‘of 
seeking funds for land purchase, This was to be a One: drawn out affair ee 

one that is: still. being pursued. 


You’ will remember the first listing of about nine blocks of significance that 
was made at the suggestion of Mr, Hamer to the C.C.V. (Nov.1971, Feb. 1972); 

and that one of these (Red Box Hut - 11 of L Neilborough ) and its threat of 
initial clearing, .in instigated the first approach by the B.F.N.C. (Aug.1972) 

to have funds. ‘allocated for land purchase. No sooner had the Club made this 

first approach ‘when a further area of listed priority blocks, ‘(Parish of Nerring ) 
were adyertised for sale in the Bendigo Advertiser (Dec. 1972) at $30, OO an acre. 


These were: ownéd by a Mr.Scott (former Eucalyptus Oil producer) of Neilborough. 
The land adjoined that west of Red Box Hut and collectively..with. the latter 
comprised the. main corridor block between proposed Forest;Park to, the south, 
through the central Crown Lands to north. This section, was in: the Shire of 
Marong with whom we were arranging a meeting to have the r,D. Q, introduced, 
We pondered whether it was worth approaching Mr. Scott.and- informing him 

of our quest. for funding, and ascertaining whether he’ might be interested 

in possible purchase of his land for the Park. It was very difficult, as we 
had no charter at all and no guarantee the Government would be even remotely 
_ interested. How would Mr. Scott view the situation of a possible I.D.0. being 
brought. in over his land if he withheld from immediate gale? Jack Kellam 
suggested we contact Cr.Neil Washington of Marong.. He had shown an earlier 
interest. in the Whipstick and would have known Mr. Scott, and perhaps would 
have heen a good contact. I contacted Cr. Washington who turned out to be a 
bitter opponent of the 1.D,0., but who did agree at least to see if Mr. Scott” 
was amiable, given the right circumstances, to thes land being purchased for i 
the park. 


De 
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In the February of 1973.we had the deputation to the Premier, Mr Hamer, and had 
pressed for funds for land purchases. Expected announcements never came, despite 
enormous grants of money and committments for the Dandenongs; Macedon Ranges 
and» Mornington Peninsula. We did not hear either from Cr. Washington, but in 
May 1973 information was at hand that the Nerring MN had been sold 
privately. (To an Insurance Co.) 


In the following September some 3,300 acres of predominantly cleared land 

in the Bagshot North/Goornong section (Thorougtgoods?) came-up for sale. 

Ken Read urged us.to pursue this:area as it was still regeneratable. 

We were concerned that this large area which was not included as of high 
importance in any submission to date would eat up any funds and perhaps draw. |: 
attention away from the vital blocks. However it was also,considered perhaps ° 
they could be used later for land exchange for the vital section, and at least 
part of the area would "square off" the Forest Part boundary. A letter: was 
sent to the Minister for Conservation, Mr.Borthwick, advising him of the 

sale and suggesting.interest of the nature described be acted upon. 


Then it became known that Allotment 1 of Whirrakee B was coming up for auction. 
This too had not'been listed earlier, but it was strategically located 

between an: isolated crown land block and Forest Park, 60 acres was partially 
cleared, 30 acres: under crop, and the balance of 270 acres was dense mallee 
serub. Frank’ Robbins ran a quick check over the block and came up with several 
new or rare species of plants. The smaller cleared section when green was 
almost park-like and lined with attractive specimens of Moonah, Its main 

value lay however in its linkage position:as:a‘consolidating block between ©; : 
the.one isolated Crown. Block, (Allotment 2 Whirrakee C), and the pence. Park 

to the west (Mystery Paddocks. ) 


This allotment was added to the key list of minimum bloeks which had heen — 
submitted to the C.C;V; and the Premier, and subsequently in a submission for 
funding for land purchases to the National Estate, The Club wrote again to Mr.’ 
Borthwick requesting. action be taken to purchase this block, 


Alas, again we were advised the Government was not ‘in a aartien to act. 

On October 19th the auction was held and the property sold in excess of $50.00 
per acre. This meant the market price had almost doubled since the previous 
sale of Scott's Nerring blocks, although the cleared section and crop may have 
been partially responsible for this. Despite the introduction of the I.D,0. 

in the following January, the newly purchased Whirrakee block was Later 

being grazed by cattle, 


On October 22nd the Club Peselvcal a. fetter from the Premier giving reasons 

why the Government was not in a position to bid for the property that had been 
sold by auction,.; He did however say that he was particularly interested in (: ~ 
Mr Ruedin's property of 1,246 acres, ‘and that a valuation had been agreed upon, 
The Premier actually included the figure of the valuation, embarassing the. : - 
conservation department, and upsetting, Leon, This was understandable BSoee : 
possibly; Geon had intended the transaction to be a surprise to the Club:: 
(although : the Premier did tell us about the offer from Leon, to our surprise, 
at the ‘deputation the previous February ) and additionally Leon was actually | 
offered much less than the valuation stated by the Premier, What a bungle! - 


6. | Sleek see f iit 


sete emer sn ee oe ee Se ne ee ne RO ARR EA Be ARES eee ana a! 
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I believe the: Sateen relied! Sy nea on Leon's” poole. = the security 


of his land‘andthis:morals as a conservationist. Additionally the whole : episode 
was allowing: the: Government:a front-to say it was actively pursuing | Whipstick 
land purchases, when in fact it was bears it up and Sens other more °° 
vulnerable areas slip by. . 


I think, Leen had already made up his mind the deal Was: oft’ and’: ‘the nefiths 
dragged on until July 4th the'following year. (1974). The Victorian! ‘Cénservation 
Trust inspected the area:in' the company of Leoniand Lorna Ruedin, ' officers oe 
the Forests Commission:and Ministry for Conservation respectively,’ ‘Secretary 
of Marong Shire, 'Mr.G,Elvey, and several members of the BiF.NiC. (°°: 

The visitors, particularly the members of the Trustjwere quite overtaken with 
the beauty of the Whipstick on that sunny winters day’. On: viewing the’ old 
mallee fowl's nest,the party was really taken by surprise. Leon set ag ‘Little 
challenge (straight faced) for the conservation personnel present. ‘Théy!” Be 
were told the Field Naturalists had long wished for some means of having.: -5,+ 
the extinct birds re-introduced into the Whipstick. Those present agsumed . this. 
would be taken up'with the Ministry for Conservation, and the project. Was as 
good as done, Howéver the fuarantee by the Chairman of the Trust.was never 
fulfilled, and following further months of delay, -Leon finally advised. the . 
Government he was no nee interested in selling his land at least for. the 
time being. Pg 


During those ireraiine of 1973 and 17h, the B, FM, C. eereaceat in every. way“. 
possible to have funds committed for land purchase. It-was basically a See aie 
war with letters criss crossing between us and various departments during *that- 
time, At a special Committee meeting of October 24th 1973 it was decided to a0 
seek support from the C.C.V., the W.V.F.N.C.A. and V.N.P.A. Additionally. . ‘ 
letters would be sent. to Mr. Hamer, ‘asking why the Government was not in.a 
pdésition. to purchase ‘Whipstick Tandae Additionally. deputations would be 
sought through the To¢al M.P.'s to the Minister for _Gonsenvetions Minister for 
Forests, and perhaps :oncee again the Premier. eee 


Here is an interesting Little interlude, 

Ken Read told. me the ‘Winister_ for Conservation, Mr; ‘Borthwick, was, ‘opening a 
native plant show ‘by. Waverly. Sy G.A.P. during the Spring, of, 1734. and that perhaps 
if members of, our Club could be there, we might meet the Minister to explain, 

in our desperation, the problems of the Whipstick conservation. I assembled ~ 
coloured photographs of flora and fauna of the Whipstick and sent these to 


wy Waverly S.G,A.P. to be included in their. desplay. I also included some 
photographs of general Bendigo flora, ineluding a Piece about floral emblems 


with regard to B RARE poe and a news-item about Broken Hill, (They had 
adopted Sturt's Desert Pea as the city's: floral emblem, we were at: that time 
endeavouring to have Bendigo City Council similaxiy adopt the Bendigo: Wax as 

a floral emblem, as part of the save "Boyd St.'> area campaign. ) 

The Minister finally could not attend the WaverleyShow, but was opening a 
similar one by Montrose Environment Group at Kawarrra Gardens, Kalorama, a 

few weeks later. The Montrose Group were amenable “to our plans to "bump into" 
the Minister. They arranged to'set up our display after Waverley, and introduce 
us to the Minister during the course of his tour. 
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Ken Read and I, in the old Wilpstick cee esded ‘off for KaTorama on cre set 
date. We arrived at the display board at ‘ihe same time as the entourage. 
How embarrassing, here wasmy blasted picture of Sturt !s. Desert Pea BENT 
in the middie, ‘of the - ‘displayed Whipstick pictures, fe et es 


I think. “the Minister: “had been tipped off. One sight : of: ane board and he herbed 
--off-to-another section of: the show.(But he did notice the Desert Pea). 

We fotlowed his every move, waiting our chance, but he kept dodging around 
us. Even during :a brief introduction by Montrose Environment Group he was ~ 
hedgie. Half the afternoon was spent hotly pursuing the Minister with his 
Little game of hide and seek, 


Finally we managed tal get an addon eae spat he was Pleven at panto. the 
Whipstick issues, spending nearly two hours talking about his ‘overseas tours 
and the conservation of other parts of the State. We had not intended to detain 
the Minister in this way, merely hoping:to make a few brief points about our... 
problems, and paving the way for a follow up deputation. It was his evasiveness 
that led to the time involved (and Our determindness - Rot to be led down oan 
different garden path). Bis ee 


However he did show a willingness to receive a Remeiations from ine Club, and nan 
discuss our problems formally. Later-we learnt the Minister was displeased . 

with the interception at Kalorama. But later again he came to admire the 
lengths at which we had been prepared to bring the situation of the’ Whipstick _: 
to his notice, and commented on this day on several occasions in the ES Sy 
that followed. Sige eats 


This was not to be our last overture with Mr. peontnwicns a ait 
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DETAILS OF THE COVER PICTURE OF WHIRRAKEE JAN/FEB "SPIRANTHES: SINENSIS" 


This is a lovely specimen of the summer flowering orchid, Austral Ladies Tresses, 
botanically named Spiranthes sinensis, The photoes which are by Rod Orr, 

and were taken on colour print material, have a beauty on the CES EY eS 
which is. sadly Tacking in our black and white portrayal. 


In our composite picture, made from nines separate: prints, the left: hand picture 
- shows the tall;growing plant, complete with grass-like basal leaves, and. stem 
enfolding bracts, with the flourescence carried high. This orchid, when growing 
in good conditions can reach from eighteen to twenty inches high(about 50 ems). 


The picture in’ “the:middle shows the feature by which this orchid is: definately 
identified; and ‘which gives it the name of Spiranthes, suggesting’ spiral. 

The raceme of separate blooms twine up the stem ina spiral arrangement forming 
a corkscrew Spike.” ee 

The picture’ on” the pight shows in magnified detail, the flower of ‘this orchid, 
and ‘when viewed in colour, ‘shows an arrangement of green, bright red and white 
which is rare among: ‘our Terrestrial Orchids, The sepals and petals are a | Pak 
red, the large’ dabellum white and ovaries bright green. 


This orchid grows widespread over the eastern part of Australie, with the only 
known local occurrence being in a soak on the foothills of Mt.Alexander near 
Sutton Grange. 


8. 
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APPEARANCE: Gilbert Whistlers are approx 19.5 cms long, i. e. u7e 75 inches, and 
are approx 2.5 cms, or 1 inch longer than both the Rufous and Golden Whistlers. 
Malexand female are generally grey in plumage, The male bird:has a’ brownish:' | 
tinge on the wings and a patch of rufous brown colour on the ‘throat, and. extending 
into the upper breast, The ‘bill, lores, and legs are dark, eyes reddish-b iow, 
The female has Lighter grey. underbody;:. darker, grey on ERE) and Ee no ARE 
patch on.the throat. 


CALLS: The bird has three main calls commonly uttered, quite distinctive.” 
One call resembles chew~chew-chew repeated continuously for a period. Loenk 
Another call consists of two notes, the second higher than the first and ~ ©: : 
resembles a person whistling a.dog:'\The third call is a little longer and  . 
has a slightly harsh | Bowe in it. BEERS are peer squeaks and | TURE given at 
times. 


HABITAT; The Gilbert Whistler is not numerous, but common, in the mallee areas 
of the Whipstick, less common in other habitats, north of Bendigo, east and west, 
and least.common in areas south of Bendigo. They have a preference for areas: 
where: Melaleuca, ‘Silky’ Hakea, and other shrubs are common, 


BREEDING: Nesting usually. begins early, sometimes in August, or in September, 
and may continue in suitable seasons to December, More than one brood ~ may be 
raised, The open cup-shaped nest is usually built in a vertical fork of a 
shrub within three to six feet, occasionally to 10 feet of the ground. 

The nest is built of strips of ‘bark, grass and fine twigs, cobweb and other . 
fine material and lined with finer bark and rootlets. Generally three eggs 

are laid, sometimes only two, sometimes four (raze), of a cream or buff colour, 
spotted with brown to black spots and mauve often zoned near the larger end. 


FOOD: Consists of insects taken in the lower storey of the forest, in shrubs 
and on the ground. It SRO EE Tienaneh Wee THe opp esebODD Ces, GEE 
flies, ete. ; “wood grubs; oe erite aaa ae terrae i et cae ort 


“GENERAL: Calls are made by both male and female birds. They are usually quist 
in winter time, They remain in an area throughout: the: year; but move about 

in the area, except when breeding, Flight is undulating. Both birds assist in.. 
incubating the eggs, brooding and feeding the young. They often build their © 
nest on a disused Babbler's nest. It occurs round Maryborough, but. rarely in ‘« 
the forest south of Bendigo.: Not uncommon in the Wellsford forest east of Bendigo. 
‘Often, a sudden noise will stimulate ee bird to- make | ‘its call e.g s sptemming® ‘of 
a car door, thunder, etc... © 

The preferred habitat appears. to be open forest and woodland, Perrot 
Mallee areas where shrubs such as. Melaleucas, Hakea sericea, and Whirrakee 
Wattle are abundant. 

Occasionally a nest may be puilt ina clump of Dodder-laurel. 

The call is somewhat ventriloquial, appearing to start in the distance and 
gradually appearing closer. Some variations in pitch have also been observed, ~ 
The incubation period. for. the eggs is about 15 days and a similar period for 
the young to fledge, but if danger threatens, the young may be induced by. the | 
parents to leave the nest prematurely, Also when danger threatens, the pounce 
often Se a ) BESS poe) to avoid detection. 


W.Flentje. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS | ' 
E Seems Collated: by~Tom Patullo 


On the very hot evening of 28/1/88 there were six members present, 


On . the specimen table there was a pot grown cutting. ain. flower of. Goodenia 
‘varia, a plant of the Whipstick, 


Seed pods of Clianthus punicius,, the New Zealand Glory: Pea. There ensued some 
discussion on the loose;,balloon: like pods, with.small loose seeds, making a 
regular rattle pod: effeet. Quite different to other legumes, such as erase 
peas:and beans, which have their pods tightly packed: with seeds. 


Seeds of Clematus jackmanii., This unusual seed’ head took the form of a 
spiral-ball. The seeds, somewhat larger than a:grain ofiwheat, were in.a 
cluster at the base, while the long, hairy appendage carried by each seed was 
curved in a spiral form, the whole arrangement resulting: in a spherical spiral. 
This plant is a climber. and a hybrid of the clematis species which has large, | 
pale blue, single flowers up to six inches across. fe. 


Polygonium convolvulus, | Black Bind Weed, an introduced: weed. 


On.dack's Video 


White Bat (albine) Mormopterus planiceps, to our knowledge, never before 
recorded, The Little Flat Bat. 


The Koala,which was found at Jack and Jean Ipsen's Christmas break-up, 
’ Dichondra repens - Kidney Weed, locally found at Lyall Glen, leaves kidney shaped. 


Narrow-leafed Cotton Bush or Swan Plant, which is the host plant of the. Wanderer 
Butterfly. You. can see the full life:cycle of this butterfly in The Bendigo +=: 

Naturalist Vol.2, No.1, adequately illustrated. There is a bound volume of: this 

journal in our library..I well remember, when young, picking the swan-like:: 

seed pods of the Swan-bush and floating them on water to get the realistic 


impression of Swans. ee ace alr sy ee 


Gomphocarpus fruiticosis - ‘Thanks to Bob Allen for sini the. medentinie 
Hame of the Swan Plant. Another feature of this plant is the regularly 
pentagonal shape of the buds (5 sided), While this sequence was. #unning on. ‘ase 
video, we:could hear the call of the White-plumed Honeyeater., «ij}s9: ; 


Painted Quail female, netted at Millwood Dam, also netted was the’ (Brush ne oe 
Bronzewing, male, aie visa 
Mesembryanthemum or stallinum - the Ice Plant, This unusual Antrodtced tant from 
South rics: a ete was growing in the Whipstick. The fleshy leaves 7 
were covered with erystal-like globules of water. j 

Maireana decalvans:- Common Blue: Bashy a native of: “the Whipstick, 

Choretrum _flomerattuin var. chrysanthum - - - Common Sour Bush. a 

Acacia deformis, flowering in January | Fue ane eile 


We “then. watched the full sequence of young Mistletoe Birds 5 belie fed, eplatine 
both’ ‘parents practicing nest: hygiene, followed by the same sequence of young — 
Reed Warblers, who had built their nest’ at Lyall Glen, in the Narrow-leaf — 
Cumbungi, Typha domingensis 


10 me yates. SE Ee ae 
- Vet Vinge i; thd tye Wal deal 


OUR SUI ORL OWERING : “i 5 FEST es 4 tats madd ice ie ts 
by ein Patullo 


ans tre § = Ke pa * TI TEA ache 
With the inclusion of the. following Orchids, I; guess. rath we can claim that 
we have Orchids flowering | in our area during each ‘of. the four seasons of the | ie 


year, 


Starting with December, . the, beginning of our Summer, we find. in the ‘final: ca 
stages, of their flowering season, several members of the. Greenhcod, ‘Rufa asim, 
namely, Pterostylis’ hiseta, Pymitchellii ¥ and P .pooritanti,. These three joe ok 
orchids, although late in their season, would SEE | DEE EEG | the last of 
their flowers into early summer, 9°92 feu. ako: igs 


"eee emt pom eme 


Following in early December we. have seascphy tun ane ae eeithie a yiaieaatey 
to. P.patens, (some experts consider these two to be the same orchid ) which _ 
carries flowers up to the middle of December. z 


Quite some years ago we knew of a stand of this orchid ina gully on Mel komad 
Flat, but for many years they seem to have disappeared. Some two years ago, . 
however, early in the season I found a young orchid spike at.Diamond- Hill, 
perhaps a mile away from the previous site, which I considered to be 

’ Prasophyilum odoratum, I could not be sure, at that stage of growth, because 

of the similarity to the Microtis Orchids, On several visits since, with the 
idea of identifying the spike, when in flower, I could never find it again. 

The same result ensued ‘when, duringlate Spring, I conducted a party of forty-odd 
keen orchid people over the area; we came up with same result, no, Prasophyllums. 
It remained for Rod Orr, on a lone trip, just after Christmas to come up with 
the discovery of fourteen P.odoratum spikes, which. were just past flowering, © 

and were setting seeds. Other locations for Prasophyllums are Kamarooka 

Forest Park and Hunter. On one occasion Bob Allen and I found a lone specimen | 
on the road fringe, (since bull-dozed) at South Mandurang. | 


Then comes the beautiful Spiranthes sinensis, the Austral Ladies Tresses.. «1: 
This Orchid was featured on the cover of last issue of "Whirrakee" Vol. BN 
unfortunately of necessity. in black and white. For members-whe- max. not. have.-: 
seen this Orchid, the colour prints by. Rod Orr were displayed on the table at 
the last meeting. A slender, tall growing plant, to perhaps twenty inches high, 
an unusual feature of this orchid is the fact that the flowers are arranged 

in the-form of a spiral, winding corkscrew '-like, up the stem, the other  . 
unusual feature being the lovely colouring of the flowers. Pure white, vivid 
green and bright red, giving a very, pleasing display... 


The presence of this orchid in our‘area, ‘was Gisclosed ta. ora eneeces a the 
late Mr Fred Taylor of Harcourt, who had<once lived in the: vicinity and. so had 
known of its presence for many years, The locality is a soak on the foot-hills 
of Mount Alexander, just behind the Sutton Grange School. The. flowering tine,... 
as reported by Reg Smart, who on one visit tocthe area counted fourteen flower 
spikes, is just about Christmas time or a little later. Recently, a Visit” to 
the soak, early in the year, by Rod Orr and myself, failed to produce. any... 
‘sign of the Ladies Tresses, We: noted however that the atea was heavily emneds 
by cattle, and the presence of a’number of rabbits, either or both of these 
facts could have accounted for the absence of any sign of the Orchid , 


% See note on Page 16 concerning this species, 


| 11. 
OUR SUMMER TERRESTRIALS  continued~.. 


Oh Sunday 14th February on a Club excursion, led by Cynthis” and Rob Watkins, ~ 
to the Daylesford area, we saw the beautiful Hyacinth Orchid, Dipodium By 
punctatum, This leafless plant. is said to be a saprphyte, growing in close ~~ 
asso¢iation with the Eucalypts, and is completely, devoid of any green material. 
The lovely flower head, carrying many pink flowets were easily picked out ~ 

amid the otherwise drab appearance of the forest. Although this area can not 
be claimed as our area, we do have this orchid growing closer to home, : 

On a hill just south of Castlemaine known as The Monk,. we have founda 
number of specimens. It was reported..by, Graham Hill this. year to be growing” 
and flowering on Mount ‘Alexander . ‘There - is also an unconf irmed report of its 
presence at South Mandurang. 


Another Orchid flowering in Summer, put not in our area,’ which we saw on 1 this 
same excursion, in the forest near Wombat Reservoir, is thecElbow Orchid - 
Arthrochilus huntianus, This diminutive, quaint orchid was.widely spread through 
the forest, but was rather difficult to:find, however diligent searching brought 
quite a number to notice and soon thére were a numbér of prone figures:on. © 

the forest floor as keen photographers brought\their close’ up gear to bear: 

This orchid was featureéd”on ‘the covér of "Whirrakee" Vol;7;No.1, also on 

page 2, a very descriptive article by. Bob Allen. Bob has it names as 

Spééuiaea hintiana; “but a late edition, >"Australian Terrestrial Orchids" by: 
Collin and Dorothy Wooleock list:it as/Arthrochilus huntianas, evidenvarty, 

one of those vexing name changes. . SED 


KEXKXKKKRKK KK 


COMMITTEE REPORT 20th January 1988 


1. New members were Mr & Mrs Alf Howe of Prairie, and Mr and Mrs R.Bernoth 

of Bendigo. 

2. Committee to inspect garden of entemic Sse at Epsom before the March 

General Meeting. 

3. Junior Naturalists Group are to have a display in the Bendigo Library 4 in 

February. f 

4. ,Committee will investigate proposed amendments to planning ordinances. to. 

allow operations of mining.companies. in Shires of Strathfieldsaye and 

_ Marong, -City of Bendigo; “and Borough of Eaglehawk.:; 

mere M »scarlett of La Trobe, University thanked members. for their inspeotion 
report on Swainsona species, 

6. ee AS gEP ENS of BENE Technology and Resources notified the Club 


mae 


Ot IN letter from Minister foi OGoridentation, Forests) and fands nae tere 
us that’ estised railway: ‘Lines Maldon to Shelbourne, and Diggora West to" 


vad 


8. Next: sheeting én 7th February at E. Leanon' S at Drescher Ste, Bendigo. 


vi eather eres Ty ps 
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12. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


NN ee Ee ed amnarmare nay 


Bird Observers Group meeting, February 73 1988 


Highlights 

_Grey-crowned Babbler, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 23/1/88 

Leaden, Flycatcher, at least 2, nesting near Taradale, 17/1/88 
Brown Quail,.with young, Big Hill, 29/12/87-1/1/88 


Other Obsefvations 


Weebill,. By Central Bendigo, 4/1/88 . 

Chestnut-rumped Hylacola, 6 banded, Wellsford, 6-8/12/87 
2, Strathfieldsaye, 4/2/88 

Dusky Woodswallow, on nest, Wellsford, 6-8/12/87 

Wood Duck, 2, plus 6 young, Taradale, 5/11/87 “ 

Chestnut Teal, 9 coloured males, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, aROVET 

~ Red-capped Dotterel, 1, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 6/12/87 of 

“Wood Sandpiper, 1, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 6/12/87 — 

Rufous Night Heron, 1, Wellsford, 6-7/12/87 

Boobook Owl, 2, Mandurang, 23/1/88 

Yellow-faced EMER TEBEER several, Sutton Grange, erie 17/1/88 
several, Maldon, 20/12/87 

Long~billed CES, several in 2’mixed flocks with Sulphur -crested Cockatoos, 

Pilchers Bridge, Sutton CESS, L7/L/88 

Peregrine Falcon 1, Maiden Gully, 19/1/88 - 

Australian Hobby, 1, dead, Central Bendigo, 3/2/88 

Cockatiel, white bird, Kennington, 1-2/1/88 . 

Nankeen Kestrel, 2 fighting, Epsom, 5/1/88 


Lists submitted 


Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 6/12/87 

Wellsford, €-8/12/87, 13/1/88 

Big Hill, 8-10/12/87, 29/12/87 - 1/1/88 

Whipstick,. 20/12/87 

Flora Hill, Jan,'81 ~ Feb.'88 

Flora Hill, honeyeaters at bird bath, 12/1/88, 14/1/88 
Flora Hill, through Jan.'88 to Feb.5 '88 


Se A ee ae a Set Hy 


‘ Notes 


A single Grey-crowed Babbler was seen in the company of a few White-browed ° 
Babblers in bushland at Strathfieldsaye. The "Happy Jack" of the bird world, 
constantly and playfully carrying on and calling loudly and distinctibely, ; 
appears to be in decline, and is currently scarce in the district and throughout 
Victoria - -,an ongoing , cause for concern. 


At: least one and possibly two pair of Leaden Flycatchers were present and 
nesting in a sheltered gully of Messmate and Candlebark in the forest to the 
east of Taradale. The nest. located was about 7 or 8 metres up, on a dead branch. 
The birds were sitting tightly. The nest of this species is particularly easy 
to locate both because of its conspicuous positionand the active,.non- 
secretive behaviour ‘of the adults. However they are not often to be found in 
this district, preferring mountain and coastal forests, Most sightings and 

nest records in this district occur to the south, for example, at Sedgwick, 

and Pilchers Bridge. 


13. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


Though doubtless quite common, .quail. are not. so.often seen.and rarely... 
identified. The Brown Quail, a species that prefers swampy grassland and other 
moist sites, is particularly infreqiéntly reported around Bendigo, The two 
adults with one chick seen at Big Hill were found in long grass growing 
between grapevines at Chateau Le Amon, and this is the first breeding record 
of this species on the B.0.G. files, 


Another, perhaps even more elusive bird is the Chestnut-rumped Hylacola, - 
denizen of the shrubby understoreys of some of our forests. Reports are 
relatively scarce; yet eleven were banded in a shall aréa‘of Totem-poles, 
Melaleuca decussata, in the-Wellsford forest within three. months in 1987«:)5" 
other bird was. banded at-Big Hill, and one:was sighted in.the forest at 
Strathfieldsaye. Most sightings in this district occur.in an ere from the 
Wellsford Forest through Strathfieldsaye to Mandurang and Sedgwick. In the 
Whipstick mallee areas the closely related Shy Hylacola takes over. This . 


species is more easily ‘observed. - th 

On 5/1/88 two Nankeen Kestrels were seen having a dogfight at the Diagnostic 
Centre, An unusual observation was a white Cockatiel with six normal birds at 
Kennington. The white’bird is most likely an aviary escapee; A dead Australian 
Hobby, found in Myers ‘St. closé to the city, was brought to the meeting 

for members to.examine; Iwo Weebills were seen in a garden close to the city; 
gleaning the foliage of a Eucalyptus nicholli with about half a dozen Silvereyes., 
The observer asks if Weebills are often seen in the city centre. There was 
Jatdo'a report of an injured Peregrine Falcon being attacked by Magpies at 
Maiden Gully. There have been a number of reports of this species in the 
district recently. 


_\ellow-faced Honeyeaters are predominantly winter visitors to the district. 
“This summer! several have been heard. Probably our most common honeyeater ig _ 
the Fuscous, but one found dead in Kangaroo Flat in July '87 was unugual in 
its:colouring: on the left ear-covert was.a black spot with a little yellow; ; 
and even less yellow was on the right ear coverts; the base of the bill, cere, 
gape, and eye were bright yellow to orange, with the tip of the bill brownish- 
black; the legs were dark grey. The bird was lodged at the State Museum, 
Melbourne, Tee 


A Rufous Night Heron was seen leaving its roost in the bush in the Wellsford 
Forest as dusk descended on the evening of 6 Dec .'87, and returning to its 
roost the following morning. On its evening flight it received unwelcome 
attention from a pair of Magpies. 


KEHKER XK HK HX HX 


GENERAL MEETING': April 13 

Speaker: Judy Barker Subject: Daisies dda BR 

-ydudy is a prominent member of the Australian Daisy Study Group who will: be 
speaking on Australian Daisies, aided by slides, She will also; have a, large 
display of dried specimens, and the study group's Seed Bank, for any-member 

who wishes to:grow some of these delightful, plants. ; fe oh deni ok 
The study group has recently produced a book "Australian Daisies for Gardens and 
Floral Art", which will be on sale that night. 


14. 
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WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALIST CLUBS CAMPOUT 


1 


8th, ule. 20th Harch, 1988 


PROPOSED ) PROGR 


Friday 18th, 
From 4, 30 Dp. Te 


At dusk ile: 
Saturday 19th 


At Historical Society's Ginny, “24 Bank Street, Port. Fairy - 
next to Tourist Information CURES : 


: Observe Mutton Birds. Bring torch. ‘Supper. 
‘Bus availeble for outing subject to adequate Boece! 


Cost $5.00 per adult. Students no charge, Please book seats — 


' by llth March with the Secretary, telephone number’ 055 62 6946 


12 md. 
1.30 p.m. 


7.30 pM. : 


Sunday 20th 


9 a.m. 
12 m.d. 


1.30 p.m. 
Accommodation: 


‘until 28th February, from 29th with Jack Morse, . 055 62 2181, 


Depart from Tourist Information Centre, corner Raglan Parade 
(Princes Highway) and Kepler Street, for Killarney Beach, 
Observe waders, - Ne 


B.Y.0. lunch at Presbyterian Church Hall, Koroit. 
Hot water, tea, coffee, sugar, milk provided.. 


Tower Hill car park, Guided walk of volcanic. area. 


‘Return to Warrnambool by 2 Pp. iss Bisa tee! oust t 


‘Warrnambool Art Gallery, corner Liebig. Street and Timor Street, 
Association General Meeting, © Guest Speaker: Mr Robert Ulmann, 


subject "Whales", Supper. | 


Depart from Tourist Information Centre, Warrnambool, car convoy 
to Childers Cove, Sandy Beach, Ralph Illidge Sanctuary, 


Barbeque lunch, ‘B,.Y.0. plate, cup, cutlery, meat, or order 
meat when poorer ‘bus, All else provided, ; 


Farewells. re. 
Make own bookings, 


For further information contact Laurie Leeson( 43 0521.) 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 17th February 1988 


1. New members 


were Greg, and Jenny Fraser of Spring Gully and Doug and 


Dianne Gillies of Maldon, 
2. The Clubneeda 2 back-up delegate to the Victorian Land Protection 


Association 


meetings. 


3. The Club will submit an objection to Western Mining Company's Environment 
Effects Statement with regard to flora and fauna, 
4. A Western Mining Company Environment Effects Statement will be purchased, 


5. An index to 


Whirrakee has been prepared and will be made available to eenenee 


6. The Club will support a proposed program to plant trees eben, SETS EEE 


at Epsom. 


Ue SEG eoneccinecn MOH WEEE at R.Orr's, 2 Cockerel’ ort, Kennington, 


ee ee me em elm * 
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' BIRD. OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 
Bird Observers. Group meeting Friday oth TEES eee 


The "glamor" birds of the: Members Night moet were wiouteaty the pair ate 
of Wistletoe birds reported at the ? Waser momec ting as” commencing to ste aires 
at Sedgwick. Ns Lean foe ans Pec 


The nest was duly completed and | threé ritedt ings hatched out: Two of our 
enthiistastic photographers; Rob Watkins “and: Jack Kellan © “showed slides and 
video film: respectively. ‘taken of these birds at the nest. The beauty of the ay 
male‘tird’and his friendliness added to the delight ofthe viewers, 

Their feeding habits and the times the babies were; fed,.were reported on, 
Finally ‘the nest now deserted and attacked by ants wag. exhibited. 


Other birds shown by members® ‘eluded a Whité&earcd’ ‘Hoheycater who diséévered 
that David MacDonald's hair - was exactly what ;he.needed for his nest, |Rinectaile 
Finches, Turquoise Parrots, (only one, new nest. discovered on the exeursion..to. 
Chiltern), Eastern. Rosellas Bill Flentje showed. that ‘the."possible: Mallee; 
Fowl" reported by. a; mon-birdo at.the last meeting was: actually a Pheasant, 
possibly an: eseapee* from an aviary.. Bill also showed Mopokes; Stubbie* ‘Quail, 
Plains Wanderers, Tawny-crowned and New Holtand Honeyeaters, and nace ret? 
anid - Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos and Striped’ Honeyedters. Jack Kellam's ‘ sg ase 
contribution included Brush Bronzewings and Ftiscous Honeyeaters. ath 


S.E.C. State Consultative Tree Clearing Committee. Jane Cleary reported. on a 4 
meebing with this body who asked for help in relocating Habitat and Fodéd pl 


trees which they have to lop or remove from time to time from the streets i499 


Excursion to Werribee, John Lindner advised of a plan to visit there on the 
long weekend in March, A wonderful place for seeing water birds. 


Don Frnklin reported that the Challenge Bird Count had not found birds to be 
as plentiful as last year. However, 117 species were recorded, the highlight 
probably being a Western Warbler's nest. The Bird Check List Garde will.soon .... 
be ready for members. 


Regent Honeyeater Survey. of ees was the réport also from Don thatthe oad 
urvey Grant has been SERA to $28, 500.. 00. and i 13 TENS HUSER Py aia 
Rick Webster.’ vs 


Notes & Observations included many interesting sightings ‘and a specimen of 
a Little Falcon. The Bird of the Night was the Pink-eared Duck, 
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16, 
AROUND IN CIRCLES 
_. by Graham Hill. 


‘In Tom Patullo's original documentation for the article on "Our Summer 
Flowering Terrestrials", he referei to a Pterostylis setifera. 

This species, according to a list of. "Census of Vascular Plants of Victoria" 
(2nd edition) by S.J.Forbes and J.H.Ross, dated August 1987, is again called 

P, mitchellii. 


I say again as: ‘iy a. first: memes Re mitcheliii in 1848 by Lindl, after the. 
famous explorer. Sir (Major) Thomas Mitchell. .In 1968.as a result of. work., 
by Blackmore and..Clemisha;.it was thought , to. have. affinities with a. norhern 
N.S.W. and Southern Queensland. species,.. and re-named P, _gibbosa.., 


In the early 1980's, ‘some further taxony’ was done on the Victorian, South: 
Australian:and Western Australian species, and it was determined that. they 
‘differed: from the northern.one, and -were re-named P. setifera. -.. 


Now, according to the latest™ ‘List, P, setifera has been removed and’ “thie neme 
reverted back to Pterostylis mitchellif. To further complicate the  .'"to)'- 
identifying of this beautiful orchid, it also has two common names, Mitchell's 
Greenhood and Sikh's Whisker (this name refers to the bristle—Hke hairsi: 
around the labellum ). ’ ant 


It is all very confusing. eva it seems like a plot to prevent the amateur from 
getting to know too much, I wonder if OES will be the end or will this Bue 
continue. eee ; na yh é 


APRIL EXCURSION. - EASTER CAMPOUT. 


Location: Mt. Buffalo National Park, Lake Catani. 

Dates: Friday 1 - Monday 4 (Tuesday 5) April. ; 
We cannot take up our campsites until Friday. 

Facilities: Toilets, Water, Hot showers, Firewood for barbeques only. 

Cost: $4.90 per night. per site. One site will accommodate. 6 people or 
2 x 3. person. tents, Cost ‘per person works out at. 8de--per night,- 
This means that a family group of 3 or 4 will have to outlay pout 
$10.00 for 3 nights and $13.00 for 4 nights. 


Bookings 


A booking for sites for our Club will be made by March 15th. Therefore bookings 
may be made with John Lindner either at the Club meetings in February or March, 
or by telephoning 39 7308. 


PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN FULL. NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MARCH 9th MEETING. 
Distance: Via Gcornong, Rushworth, Murchison, Violet Town, Benalla, Glenrowan, 
Milawa, Myrtleford, Porepunkah - 292 km. 

Activities: Beautiful walks with bird-watching and plants, Alpine scenery. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


oP Ape? 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-88 ou eas 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors Nene South Rd.,R. S. D. Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT “(Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk "46 7325 
SECRETARY ‘Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Gleriise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D,., Raywood 36 9226 
_ EXCURSION/SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale _ . 39.7308 
ORGANISER <<. eee 2, . Ssatalt 
LIBRARIAN Jane Clete 24. Cornea Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill. Ql Curnow St., Cobian Square. oe 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested — 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.,00,.: 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13. 0a. 


General Meetings: are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference. 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland.Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in Sepbembere 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the eucedat Services 
Complex in,Havlin St. East,. Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. - 

Full day excursions nermelity: commence at-10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
eo-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has.five: subeetoups?- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. heets On the first Friday of tHe month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an Ma g aerankbacalt basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary, fhe 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves Si., Bendigo (43 7673). See: 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the nonth, at tho 30 2. mM. 
im member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary a sah rs 
President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 
Secretary? ‘BiL1’ Holsworth, 43 Nabilla Cr.,° ‘Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP. meets on the first Sunday in:the month, ee 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.- at the Education Department Special Services . 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the.8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied: 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation’ on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 


MR & MRS RB PLLA 
2@ HOUSTOM ST 


BEMD 1 Go He bi 
~ DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
Wed.Mar.9 . Subject: Shelli Fossils 


“Spéaker: John Neil 


Wed Apr .13 Subject: Daisies 
Speaker: say Barker (See page 13 for details. ) 


EXCURSIONS 


March 12-14 Labour Day Long Weekend. Bird-watching at Werribee Sewerage Farm. 
6 See Whirrakee Jan/Feb Page 11 for details. 


March 19-20 W.V.F.N.C.A, meeting at Warrnambool, 

Weekend: See Page 14 for details, 

Sun.Mar.20 . Royal Melbourne Zoo with Junior Field Naturalists Group. 
: See Whirrakee Jan/Feb Page 12 for details. © 


April 1-5 EASTER CAMPOUT - Mt. Buffalo National Park, Lake Catani. 
See Page 16 for details. 


Sun.Apr.17 Glacial pavements at Derrinal, 
_ Meet’ at 10,00 a.m. in Havlin Street. 
Examine the geological history of the Derrinal area by way 7 
glacial pavements, erratic boulders carried by the ice, and 
beds of tillite deposited when the ice melted... 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Apr.8 N.B. As the first Friday in April falls on:Good Frida 
_ this nee is being held one week later. oa 
* Members will study Notes servations made- over the years on 
several Birds. Don Franklin to organise. 


.>. Bird of the Night: To be advised. 
BOTANY GROUP 


Thurs .Mar. 24, ... _ 7,30 p.m, at J.Kellam's geome: 7 Patrick St., HENS 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP ery: i 


Thurs.Mar. 17 to ze p.m. at Graham Hill's. noe & Ceeeei Ste, Peake Square.” 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP antes wae atm 


Sun .Mar.20 In lieu of an April autres a. phe fei to Melbourne ZOo! will 
Trip-Zoo be organised if sufficient. numbers interested. The récéntly: 
me SEE ES teeny House at. the 438) pelt be the ie HME 9 
Pa Gieiert 


COMMONS MEETING. ait ie heh ko 
Wed Mar.,16 ‘8. 00 Dem, at ited Orn" s home, 2 Cockerel, Crt., Kennington. 


Lack ay aa 
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